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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 6962 

EO 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: MARRKSAS 

SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT OF AUSTRALIAN OFFICER TO UNC REAR 
REFS: 1) STATE 217454, 2) TOKYO 14870, 3) SEOUL 4532 

1 . EMBASSY CONCURS WITH PROPOSAL TO RAISE QUESTION OF 
ASSIGNEMENT OF AUSTRALIAN OFFICER AT UNC REAR ONCE AGAIN 
WITH GOA; WE WILL APPROACH NEW DEPUTY SECRETARY ROY 
FERNANDEZ WITH REQUEST THAT GOA CONSIDER ACCREDITING 
THEIR JAPANESE LANGUAGE STUDENT AT YOKOHAMA TO UNC REAR, 

AND WILL REPORT OUTCOME. 

2. WE ARE A BIT PROVOKED BY AMBASSADOR MENADUE’S IMPRES- 
SION THAT WE HAVE NOT PUSHED THIS PLAN WITH DFA - AN 
IMPRESSION WE ASSUME HE GOT FROM INTERNAL GOA REPORTING 

FROM THE CHINA/KOREA SECTION IN DFA WHICH HAS DONE WHAT IT COULD 
TO PREVENT APPROVAL OF AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICER BEING 
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ACCREDITED TO UNC REAR. 

3. WHEN THIS PROPOSAL FIRST CAME UP IN FEB/MARCH, WE 
MADE A NUMBER OF APPROACHES TO DFA, WORKING UP THE 
LINE THROUGH THE DEFENCE DIVISION, NORTH AND SOUTH ASIA 
DIVISION, WESTERN DIVISION AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISA- 
TIONS DIVISION. MATTER WAS RAISED AT WORKING LEVEL, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEVEL, AND FINALLY - FORMALLY 
AND IN WRITING - TO DEPUTY SECRETARY PETER HENDERSON. 
APPROACHES AT ADOD NETTED COMPLETE SUPPORT FOR PROPOSAL 
TO DUALLY-ACCREDIT THE AUSTRALIAN LANGUAGE STUDENT AT 
YOKOHAMA LANGUAGE SCHOOL, AND AS A RESULT OF AMEMBASSIES 
SEOUL AND TOKYO’S DISCUSSIONS WITH AUSTRALIAN MISSIONS 
THERE, DFA RECEIVED SUPPORTING ARGUMENTS FROM THEM. 

4. KOREA DESK, AS ACTION OFFICE, COLLATED ALL VIEWS AND 

THEN RECOMMENDED AGAINST THE PROPOSAL ON THE GROUNDS THAT 
(A) IT WAS NOT NECESSARY SINCE DFA LEGAL SECTION QUESTIONS 
WHETHER LACK OF CONTINUITY IN EXERCISING THE SOFA WOULD 
NECESSARILY INVALIDATE IT; (B) IF IT EVER HAD TO BE 
RESURRECTED, THERE IS LITTLE QUESTION THAT THE JAPANESE 
WOULD AGREE; (C) THE PHILIPPINES WAS ON THE VERGE OF 
ACCREDITING AN OFFICER TO UNC REAR; AND (D) GOA (READ 
KOREA DESK'S ) HOPES FOR "RE-NORMALIZATION" OF RELATIONS 
WITH NORTH KOREA WOULD NOT BE SERVED BY WHAT THE DESK 
OFFICER CONCERNED HAS TOLD EMBASSY HE BELIEVES TO BE 
AN ANACHRONISTIC PRESENCE DATING BACK TO THE COLD WAR. 

5. WE ARE WILLING TO GIVE THIS ONE ANOTHER TRY, BUT 
ARE NOT CERTAIN WHAT ITS CHANCES FOR SUCCESS ARE. WILL 
REPORT OUTCOME OF APPROACH. TOKYO AND SEOUL ARE WELCOME 
TO USE GIST OF OUR PROBLEM WITH KOREA DESK IN DFA WITH 
THEIR AUSTRALIAN COUNTERPARTS IF THEY SEE SUITABLE OPPOR 
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TUNITY TO DO SO. AS A MINIMUM, WOULD APPRECIATE THEIR 
SEEKING TO REDRESS IMPRESSION THAT WE HAVE NOT PUSHED 
QUITE VIGOROUSLY TO GET AUSTRALIAN OFFICER ACCREDITED TO 
UNC REAR. 

ALSTON 
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